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Health  Department, 

8,  Cleveland  Place  East, 

Bath. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Bathavon , 

Clutton,  Frome  Rural , Frome  Urban , Keynsham 
and  N orton- Radstock  District  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  this  is  probably  the  last  Annual  Report  on  the  present  Com- 
bined Districts,  certainly  in  this  form,  I feel  that  it  should  have 
contained  some  rather  dramatic  data  on  the  health  of  the  area  over 
the  ten-year  period  of  my  appointment.  However,  looking  back, 
there  appears  to  be  little  outstanding  on  which  to  comment  except  to 
confirm  the  maintenance  of  a standard  of  health  well  on  the  right 
side  of  the  national  averages.  I am  convinced  that  this  is  in  no 
small  way  attributable  to  our  being  a basically  rural  area  and  I hope 
that  the  coming  re-organisation  will  not  ever  in  the  distant  future 
destroy  this  amenity  and  lead  us  into  urbanisation. 

In  the  realm  of  Infectious  Disease,  only  on  three  occasions  was 
there  cause  for  particular  anxiety  over  local  outbreaks.  In  1964, 
six  members  of  a party  of  schoolchildren  became  infected  with  ty- 
phoid fever  on  a visit  to  Spain,  but  no  secondary  cases  followed. 
In  1965,  salmonellosis  in  cattle  at  a local  abbatoir  spread  food 
poisoning  within  and  outside  the  area  including  Bath  and  Bristol. 
This  gives  a clear  indication  of  the  hazards  of  unsatisfactory  food 
hygiene  both  at  source  and  at  distribution  points.  I am  particularly 
concerned  with  the  irresponsible  practice  in  some  butchers’  shops 
of  serving  cooked  and  fresh  meat  together  without  proper  precau- 
tions. Even  in  1973,  we  still  have  a long  way  to  go  in  attaining 
satisfactory  national  standards  for  food  handlers. 

The  third  occasion  was  in  1970,  when  an  outbreak  of  dysentery 
occurred  in  a school.  With  the  whole-hearted  co-operation  of 
teachers,  children  and  parents  we  were  able  to  control  this  without 
having  to  close  the  school. 

The  Local  Authority’s  responsibility  for  Housing  has  always 
been  one  of  my  concerns,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  disabled, 
the  young  family  and  the  elderly.  I think  that  not  enough  heed 
is  taken  by  some  Authorities  of  the  urgency  of  rehousing  young 
families  from  unsatisfactory  accommodation.  The  training  of  children 
into  higher  living  standards  should  begin  at  an  early  age  if  these 
standards  are  to  be  achieved,  and  this  should  be  all  the  more  possible 
now  with  the  vast  expansion  of  the  Local  Authority  Social  Services. 

Living  with  in-laws  can  also  present  grave  problems.  Many 
cases  occur  of  happy  family  relationships  which  have  been  broken 
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by  minor  differences  developing  into  major  quarrels  by  two  genera- 
tions with  different  ways  of  life,  sharing  the  same  roof  and  kitchen. 
T would  further  like  to  see  the  future  Wansdyke  Council  pioneering 
the  cause  of  young  families  who  are  being  ousted  from  the  inflated 
market  of  private  house  purchase.  Also  I cannot  quite  come  to 
terms  with  the  reasons  put  forward  for  refusing  to  sell  council  houses 
to  established  tenants. 

I have  found,  to  my  disappointment,  that  constituent  Councils 
in  my  area  vary  greatly  in  the  response  to  my  recommendations  for 
urgent  “welfare  rehousing”.  Only  one  has  shown  exceptional 
consideration  in  this  direction,  some  reasonably  co-operative  but 
others  resistant  to  my  requests. 

I am  delighted  that  purpose-built  accommodation  for  the 
severely  physically  handicapped  is  becoming  established  as  a 
necessary  replacement  of  the  adapted  ordinary  bungalow  or  flat. 
With  modern  scientific  appliances  we  are  providing  an  unexpected 
independence  to  paraplegics  and  other  grossly  handicapped  house- 
holders, and  relief  from  continuous  care  by  their  families. 

It  is  interesting  that  we  have  survived  the  panic  period  of  short- 
age of  tipping  sites  for  refuse  disposal  and  tided  the  problem  over 
for  the  new  organisation.  There  is  no  doubt  thdt  the  larger,  more 
comprehensive  Local  Authority  will  be  better  designed  to  introduce 
incineration  which  I still  consider  the  most  satisfactory  method  of 
disposal. 

I am,  as  ever,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  grateful  to  you  for  the 
co-operation  and  courtesy  I have  had  over  the  past  decade,  to  Public 
Health  Inspectors  for  their  expert  assistance,  and  to  Miss  Baldwin 
and  Mrs.  Coombs  of  my  Department  for  their  hard  work  and 
unfailing  loyalty. 

1 am,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

N.  NEWMAN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COMBINED  STATISTICS 


Vital  Statistics: 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  represent  the  corrected  birth 
and  death  rates  for  the  combined  six  districts  for  the  five  years 
period  1968-1972  with  the  comparative  figures  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

rate 

Combined  districts 

1968 

16.5 

10.27 

13.5 

England  and  Wales 

1968 

16.9 

11.9 

18.0 

Combined  districts 

1969 

17.27 

10.7 

16.0 

England  and  Wales 

1969 

16.3 

11.8 

18.0 

Combined  districts 

1970 

17.7 

10.1 

20.0 

England  and  Wales 

1970 

16.0 

11.7 

18.0 

Combined  districts 

1971 

16.7 

10.95 

22.7 

England  and  Wales 

1971 

16.0 

11.6 

18.0 

Combined  districts 

1972 

15.2 

11.5 

11.2 

England  and  Wales 

1972 

14.7 

12.1 

17.5 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Under 

1 week 

1-4 

weeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total 

Acute  Pneumonia 





1 

1 

2 

Anoxia  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  heart  disease 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Inhalation  of  gastric  contents 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Multiple  congenital  defects 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity  

7 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Respiratory  Distress 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

10 

4 

3 

1 

18 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifications  in  the  combined  districts  for  the  five-year  period 
1968-1972. 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Measles  

359 

595 

560 

316 

408 

Dysentery  

3 

49 

60 

3 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  

10 

8 

14 

22 

9 

Whooping  Cough  

24 

7 

16 

57 

3 

Infective  Jaundice  

9 

30 

5 

7 

18 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

4 

2 

3 

4 

3 

Tuberculosis  Other  Forms 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Acute  Meningitis  

Acute  Encephalitis: 

3 

5 

— 

— 

2 

Infective 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Post  Infectious 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

7 

17 

21 

28 

8 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Malaria  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

~ 

1 

REGIONAL  CHEST  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

A report  on  sites  visited  in  the  area  during  1972,  for  the  benefit 
of  General  Practitioner  Referrals. 

Male  Female  Total 

The  Cattle  Market,  Frome,  Somerset 
(Fortnightly) 

G.P.  Cases  Included:  12 

Numbers  examined  185  226  411 


ABNORMALITIES  DETECTED: 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 1 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  1 — 

Bacterial  and  Virus  Infections  of  the 

Lungs  1 — 

Pleural  Thickening  1 — 


The  Cinema  Car  Park,  Keynsham,  Somerset 


(Fortnightly) 

G.P.  Cases  Included:  102 

Number  of  persons  examined  130  326 

ABNORMALITIES  DETECTED: 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — 1 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  1 — 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  1 1 

Bronchiectasis  - — 1 


Bacterial  and  Virus  Infections  of  the 
Lungs  


2 

1 

1 

1 


456 

1 

1 

2 

1 


3 


1 
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Victoria  Square  Car  Park,  Radstock,  Somerset 


(Fortnightly) 

G.P.  Cases  Included:  129 

Number  of  persons  examined  266 

ABNORMALITIES  DETECTED: 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  1 

Congenital  Cardiac  Lesion  — — 1 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  — — 

Pneumoconiosis  — 1 

Bronchiectasis  1 

Bacterial  and  Virus  Infections  of  the 

Lungs  1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  1 

Dorsal  Scoliosis  — — — 

Pleural  Thickening  — — — 1 


322  588 

1 1 

— 1 

1 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

2 2 

— 1 


No  other  sites  were  visited. 

Again,  quite  extensive  use  was  made,  mainly  by  general  medical 
practitioners,  of  this  service.  The  comparatively  small  numbers  of 
lesions  may  not  impress,  but  to  the  patients  early  diagnosis  may  well 
have  been  life-saving.  Neither  should  the  reassurance  value  of  a 
normal  picture  on  routine  examination  be  overlooked. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Population  Estimated  Mid-Year,  1972  18,790 

Area  of  the  District  39,125  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books,  1972  6,255 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  3.00 

Sum  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate  1972/73  £5,200 

Rateable  Value,  April  1972  £545,300 


Chairman  of  the  Council  J.  L.  Crook,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

and  Highways  Committee  G.  W.  Hignett,  Esq.,  J.P., 

O.B.E. 

Public  Health  Inspector  R.  Wigglesworth,  m.a.p.h.i., 

M.R.S.H. 


Council  Offices,  30,  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 

Health  Department,  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1971. 

Live  Births: 

Number  217  (260) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  11.5  (13.6) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.17)  13.5  (14.3) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  5 (10) 

Still  Births: 

Number  1 (3) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  5 (11) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  218  (263) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  3 (6) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  14  (23) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  15  (21) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  — (38) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  9 (19) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  5 (15) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  9 (27) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortions): 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.4  (11.2) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.97)  11.1  (10.8) 
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The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total  215,  One  Hundred  and  Three  Male  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twelve  Female.  The  following  table  indicates  the  cause  of  death. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Measles  

30 

(46) 

— 

(— ) 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Dysentery  

2 

0) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(3) 

— 

(-) 

Infective  Jaundice 

7 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

01) 

— 

(— ) 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Total  : 

45 

(66) 

— 

(-) 

Infectious  disease  in  the  Rural  District  was  mild  and  sporadic 
during  the  year. 

The  birth  rate  was  rather  lower  than  the  national  average  and 
the  lowest  ever  for  the  District,  as  indeed  is  the  case  nationally. 
However  the  death  rate  was  appreciably  lower  than  the  average  for 
the  country  as  a whole. 

Illegitimacy,  stillbirths  and  infant  mortality  were  all  happily  on 
the  right  side,  showing  a considerable  decrease  on  previous  years. 

There  was  no  significant  deviation  in  the  causes  of  death,  just 
over  half  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  conditions,  and  one-fifth  to 
cancer  (one-fourth  of  these  to  lung  disease).  About  one  half  of  the 
deaths  were  aged  75  years  or  over,  and  nearly  three-quarters  65  or 
over. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  majority  of  the  parishes  in  the  Rural  District  are  supplied 
with  mains  water  by  two  statutory  water  authorities,  Bristol  Water- 
works Company  and  Bath  City  Corporation.  The  supply  has  been 
adequate  and  not  given  rise  to  any  particular  problems.  Neither  of 
the  statutory  undertakers  add  fluoride  to  the  water. 

Samples  are  taken  regularly  from  consumer  outlets  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  there  have  not  been  any  reports  of  bacterial 
contamination. 

Both  statutory  undertakings  have  co-operated  in  mains  exten- 
sions and  renewals.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  hamlets 
where  there  was  either  no  mains  supply  or  the  supply  was  of  such  a 
rudimentary  character  as  to  warrant  renewal.  Bath  City  Corporation 
have  now  relaid  an  unsatisfactory  service  to  a remote  part  of  Hinton 
Charterhouse  and  laid  a new  mains  extension  to  serve  Nailwell. 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  have  progressed  with  the  Kelston 
Scheme  which  is  expected  to  be  completed  early  in  1973. 

In  these  times  of  rapidly  escalating  costs  of  labour  and  materials 
it  will  be  tragic  if  further  schemes  are  prejudiced  because  of  the  ceil- 
ing figure  of  £360  per  dwelling.  In  addition  to  cost  of  living  allow- 
ances for  wages,  now  made  periodically,  these  fixed  figures  of 
ceiling  costs  should  be  adjusted  regularly,  otherwise  they  will  become 
meaningless. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  with  private  properties  on  local 
spring  supplies.  Whenever  these  are  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  on 
bacteriological  examination,  advice  and  encouragement  is  given  in 
an  endeavour  to  obtain  a mains  supply.  Only  as  a last  resort  is 
treatment  of  the  private  supply  considered. 

It  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly  that  in  these  days  of  expanding 
population  and  housing  development  all  raw  water  should  be  allowed 
to  run  by  natural  means  into  prepared  collection  and  storage  areas 
for  proper  treatment,  where,  in  addition,  correct  monitoring  of  the 
chemical  quality  can  be  made  prior  to  it  being  piped  into  the  public 
supply. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  disposal  of  waste  water  from  both  domestic  properties  and 
industrial  areas  is  all  part  of  the  water  cycle.  Proper  disposal  of 
liquid  wastes  is  paramount  to  a healthy  community. 

In  the  rural  areas  all  too  often  it  is  contended  that  the  problem 
is  not  as  important  as  in  the  urban.  The  health  of  village  communities 
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which  are  now  often  dormitory  areas  for  commercial  towns  and 
cities  must  not  be  prejudiced  by  inadequate  sewerage  disposal 
arrangements.  Animal  health  is  also  to  be  considered  as  this  is  a 
vital  part  of  the  nations  food  resources.  Unfortunately  improve- 
ments always  have  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  financial  cir- 
cumstances, but,  as  mentioned  in  the  Water  Supply  section,  legisla- 
tion must  not  lag  behind  to  the  detriment  of  the  provision  of  proper 
facilities  for  rural  communities. 

Improvements  in  the  Rural  District  have  continued.  A new 
syphon  at  Bathford  has  been  constructed  under  the  river  and  now 
receives  drainage  from  the  adjoining  village  of  Monkton  Farleigh 
within  the  Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District. 

Two  proposed  major  drainage  and  disposal  schemes  are  pro- 
gressing well  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Environment.  The  Cam  Valley  Scheme  will  provide 
main  drainage  for  a number  of  villages  and  hamlets.  It  would  also 
be  more  convenient  to  take  sewage  from  the  nearby  village  of 
Timsbury  within  the  area  of  Clutton  Rural  District.  The  new  disposal 
works  to  be  constructed  at  Dunkerton  will  result  in  the  abandonment 
of  the  old  overworked  Keels  Hill  Treatment  Plant  at  Peasedown 
St.  John. 

The  Southstoke  Scheme  is  on  a much  smaller  scale  and  because 
it  is  relatively  straight  forward  should  present  no  particular  difficulties 
to  presentation  and  approval. 

The  emptying  of  privately  owned  septic  tanks  and  cesspools 
is  carried  out  as  a private  contract  between  occupier  and  contractor. 
The  disposal  of  the  contents  is  not  controlled  in  any  way,  and 
instances  are  still  found  where  the  cesspit  emptiers  discharge  their 
contents  into  ditches  in  remote  parts  of  the  district.  This  service 
would  be  under  better  control  if  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and 
facilities  for  discharge  could  be  made  available  at  the  larger  sewage 
disposal  works. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A weekly  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  waste  is  made  in  all 
parts  of  the  district.  The  present  method  of  collection  is  basically 
the  skep  transfer  system  from  bin  site  at  ‘back  door’.  This  method 
may  not  be  ideal,  but  it  is  still  the  most  economical  in  time  and 
effort  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  disposal  container  system. 
Disposable  Sack  Collections  have  not  yet  been  seriously  investigated, 
but  with  the  growth  of  the  district  it  may  well  be  worth  while  con- 
sidering as  an  alternative  to  introducing  an  additional  vehicle  and 
crew. 

Trade  waste  is  collected  with  the  domestic  refuse.  The  amounts 
collected  at  the  present  time  do  not  warrant  a separate  collection. 
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No  salvaging  of  recoverable  materials  is  made.  Until  the 
manufacturers  can  offer  better  facilities  and  financial  incentive 
smaller  authorities  will  not  be  in  a position  to  undertake  separation 
and  storage  of  reusable  materials. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  all  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  on 
our  one  site.  Full  control  is  achieved  by  one  man  using  a Crawler 
Tractor  working  on  a full  time  basis,  this  ensures  maximum  com- 
paction to  a reasonably  level  surface. 

The  present  tip  will  be  filled  early  in  the  new  year  and  the  area 
will  be  levelled,  fenced  off,  seeded  with  grass  and  used  for  agricult- 
ural purposes.  Negotiations  for  a further  section  of  disused  railway 
cutting  adjacent  to  our  present  site  are  well  in  hand  and  will  be 
brought  into  use  during  the  early  part  of  1973. 

Additional  items  of  large  discarded  household  items  are  collected 
as  a separate  system  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  bin  collections. 
This  service  is  free  on  request  and  has  proved  very  successful  in 
reducing  the  amount  of  litter  dumped  in  the  countryside.  Unfor- 
tunately the  latter  practice  still  continues,  and  whenever  it  has  been 
possible  to  trace  the  offenders  prosecutions  are  brought  by  the  local 
police.  Maximum  publicity  in  the  local  press  and  heavy  fines  will 
act  as  the  best  deterrent  to  stamp  out  this  menace. 

Old  cars  are  still  found  abandoned  occasionally  in  the  most 
unlikely  places.  As  the  Council  have  neither  the  equipment  for 
removal  nor  facilities  for  storage  this  work  is  done  by  a private 
contractor  and  wherever  possible  the  charge  is  claimed  when  the 
owner  can  be  found. 


HOUSING 

1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  6,303 

2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  1,353 

3)  Number  of  houses  listed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  for 

action  individually  or  by  Clearance  Order  18 

4)  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  app.  25 

5)  Houses  demolished  during  the  year  1 

6)  Houses  made  fit  by  owners  43 

7)  Houses  erected  during  the  year  by  the  Council  8 

8)  Houses  erected  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise  18 

9)  Number  of  Old  People’s  Dwellings  erected  by  the 

Council  up  to  31.12.72  150 

10)  Applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  258 


New  houses  built  in  the  district  both  by  Local  Authority  and 
Private  Enterprise  showed  a sharp  decline  during  the  year.  This 
follows  the  national  trend.  Unfortunately  the  demand  for  houses 
still  exceeds  supply.  The  provision  of  adequate  housing  in  a good 
state  of  repair  to  Parker  Morris  Standards  must  be  the  aim  of  all 
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responsible  authorities.  If  necessary,  additional  land  must  be  made 
available  or  infilling  in  villages  encouraged  in  an  effort  to  provide 
everyone  with  satisfactory  housing.  Prices  must  be  kept  to  a reason- 
able level  so  as  not  to  discourage  single  house  occupation.  It  must 
also  be  emphasised  to  householders  that  housing  either  to  rent  or 
to  buy  is  not  a cheap  commodity.  A good  pleasant  home  means  a 
more  comfortable  and  contented  living  standard  and  provides  for 
family  stability.  It  may  mean  pursuading  householders  to  allocate 
an  even  larger  proportion  of  the  family  budget  for  this  purpose,  but 
it  will  be  found  to  be  a sound  investment. 

Improvements  of  older  housing  with  financial  aid  from  local 
authorities  continues  at  a steady  pace. 

The  improvement  of  older  housing  in  villages  is  actively  en- 
couraged. Some  of  the  older  cottages  can  be  very  charming  when 
modernised  and  given  a new  lease  of  life.  There  is  a great  demand  for 
this  type  of  property,  and  provided  the  newcomers  to  the  villages 
measure  only  a small  proportion,  then  the  balance  of  rural  life  is  not 
adversely  affected. 

It  is  this  active  modernisation  policy  which  results  in  the  very  low 
number  of  houses  for  consideration  for  closure  or  demolition. 

The  new  Housing  Finance  Legislation  is  going  to  lead  to  much 
higher  rents  in  tenanted  accommodation.  It  is  disappointing  that 
these  higher  rents  will  not  generally  mean  a better  standard  of  hous- 
ing but  I am  sure  that  occupiers  will  not  be  prepared  to  tolerate  a 
lowering  of  standards.  It  can  be  expected,  therefore,  that  Local 
Authorities  will  be  called  upon  to  make  great  use  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  Housing  Act  Legislation. 


Details  of  Improvements  Grants  are  as  follows : — 


Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Applications 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

1. 

Improvement 

Grants 

82 

82 

77 

77 

2. 

Standard 

Grants 

18 

18 

17 

17 

3. 

Special 

Grants 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


Trade 

No.  of 
premises 

No. 

complying 

with 

Reg.  18 

No.  to 
which 
Regulation 
21 

applies 

No. 

complying 

with 

Reg.  21 

Catering  Business 

46 

46 

46 

46 

Butcher 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers  and 
Greengrocers 

47 

47 

47 

47 

Fishmongers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Frier  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Newsagents  and 
Confectionery 

20 

20 

— 

— 

Bakery  

3 

3 

3 

3 

All  food  premises  are  subject  to  routine  inspection  during  the 
year.  It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  1 1 notices  in  respect  of  various 
minor  infringements.  All  repairs  and  works  were  carried  out  without 
recourse  to  formal  action. 

No  increase  in  the  number  of  mobile  food  traders  was  found 
during  the  year.  If  these  operators  were  required  by  the  local 
authority  to  be  registered,  a more  accurate  check  could  be  kept  and  a 
stronger  and  stricter  control  maintained.  Visits  to  the  various  out- 
door events  were  made.  This  usually  means  inspection  at  weekends 
and  outside  normal  working  hours,  but  it  is  much  more  important 
to  check  on  food  traders  at  such  events  where  food  hygiene  and  clean 
practices  are  much  harder  to  maintain  due  to  limited  facilities  and 
the  employment  of  casual  workers. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Milk: 

Number  of  Distributors  37 

Number  of  Dairy  Premises  14 


Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  chemical,  bacteriological  and 
biological  examination  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County 
Council. 

Brucella  Abortus: 

There  were  no  cases  of  brucella  abortus  reported  during  the 

year. 
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Ice-Cream: 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  66 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  Nil 


All  premises  are  retailing  pre-packed  ice-cream  from  manu- 
facturers of  national  repute  and  no  problems  have  been  experienced 
during  this  year. 

Meat  Inspection : 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses,  bacon  factories  or  poultry 
packing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Unsound  Foods: 

The  amount  of  foods  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption was  very  small  and  consisted  of: — 

3 cwt.  OOlbs.  Miscellaneous  foods  due  to  breakdown  of  deep  freezer 
cabinets. 

561bs.  Miscellaneous  foods. 

Thirteen  complaints  of  unsound  foodstuffs  were  investigated, 
none  were  found  serious  enough  to  warrant  consideration  of  formal 
action. 

One  complaint  was  unusual  and  related  to  honey  purchased 
from  an  apiary  near  London  Airport.  The  complainant  was  con- 
vinced that  the  bitter  and  unusual  flavour  was  a result  of  pollution 
by  aircraft  exhausts  on  arriving  and  leaving  the  airport.  On  detailed 
investigation  and  analysis,  however,  it  was  found  that  the  unusual 
flavour  was  a result  of  bees  feeding  on  leaves  of  trees,  taking  a 
substance  known  as  “honey  dew”.  It  could  only  be  assumed  that 
the  bees  had  used  this  material  for  honey  making  in  the  absence  of 
flowers. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT 

1963 

Details  of  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District  are  as  follows : — 


Number  of  individual  caravans  22 

Number  of  sites  for  more  than  one  van  5 

Number  of  holiday  sites  3 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  occupants  123 


The  three  licensed  caravan  sites  cater  for  the  short  stay  holiday 
traffic  passing  through  the  District.  Two  small  sites  exempt  from 
licensing  requirements  were  also  established  during  the  year.  There 
appears  to  be  little  demand  for  the  long  stay  caravan  holiday,  there 
being  no  special  caravans  for  holiday  hire  on  any  of  the  sites. 

The  permanent  residential  sites  are  constantly  in  full  use  each 
with  small  waiting  lists.  This  would  appear  to  reflect  the  shortage 
of  traditional  housing. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  number  of  registered  premises  has  increased  by  two  during 
the  year  making  a total  of  48  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  special  difficulties  were  experienced  in  administering  the  Act, 
the  majority  of  premises  complying  fully  with  all  the  requirements. 
It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  serve  informal  notices  on  nine 
establishments  indicating  minor  infringements.  On  subsequent 
inspection  it  was  found  that  all  necessary  replacements  and  repairs 
had  been  carried  out  without  recourse  to  formal  action. 

Copies  of  OSR  9B,  Abstract  of  the  Act,  are  sold  to  occupiers 
of  premises  on  request. 

There  were  no  accidents  notified  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  system  of  rodent  control  changed  during  the  year  when  the 
one  operator,  unfortunately,  died.  Although  he  was  past  normal 
retiring  age,  he  had  offered  to  stay  until  re-organisation  of  local 
government  in  1974.  As  an  alternative  to  appointing  a replacement 
it  was  decided  to  involve  a contracting  firm  on  a pre-payment  basis. 
As  this  has  proved  satisfactory,  it  is  planned  to  continue  for  the 
remainder  of  the  life  of  this  Authority. 

Infestations  affecting  domestic  properties  are  rate  borne 
expenditure,  but  treatments  carried  out  on  commercial  or  business 
premises  are  recharged  on  a time  and  materials  basis. 

A limited  test  baiting  of  a part  of  the  sewerage  system  indicated 
that  there  were  no  infestations.  From  the  treatments  carried  out 
no  particular  difficulties  were  encountered,  and  there  is  still  no  evi- 
dence of  Warfarin  shyness  or  resistance. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  position  of  boiling  of  swill  for  pig  feeding  remains  fairly 
static. 

The  number  of  licensed  plants  is  as  follows: — 


Coppers  6 

Pressure  Cooker  1 

Steam  Injectors  3 


Routine  visits  are  made  during  the  year,  and  at  each  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Order  with  regard  to  separation  of  swill  and 
boiling  time  are  stressed.  Providing  these  instructions  are  followed 
the  risk  of  causing  disease  in  pigs  is  reduced  to  a minimum. 

The  practice  of  swill  collection  and  boiling  provides  a very 
useful  service.  Waste  food  would  otherwise  have  to  be  collected  by 
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the  local  authority  which  could  cause  problems  with  disposal.  It 
also  produces  a very  economical  animal  feeding  material,  and 
provides  one  of  the  best  examples  of  re-cycling  of  waste  materials. 

From  periodic  unannounced  routine  inspections  made,  no  par- 
ticular difficulties  were  found. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

One  additional  licence  was  granted  during  the  year,  making 
a total  of  six.  The  total  licensed  capacity  of  the  six  presmises  is  for 
223  dogs  and  165  cats.  On  licensing  provisions  close  liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  local  inspector  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  The  majority 
of  pets  are  boarded  whilst  owners  are  away  on  holiday. 

None  of  the  premises  has  quarantine  facilities  for  imported 
animals. 

From  unannounced  routine  inspections  made  periodically  no 
particular  difficulties  were  found. 

GENERAL 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

Smoke  from  waste  materials  being  burnt  on  waste  ground  and 
the  occasional  garden  fire  gave  rise  to  complaints,  but  all  were  dealt 
with  in  an  informal  manner. 

The  two  large  factories  in  the  district  emitted  noise  to  the 
annoyance  of  nearby  residents.  The  cause  was  more  of  mis-manage- 
ment  and  carelessness  than  faulty  equipment,  and,  consequently, 
easily  remedied. 

The  one  Knackers  Yard  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily  and 
the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969,  are  being  complied  with. 

There  are  no  pet  shops  or  public  swimming  pools  in  the  District. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  o 

f 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  









(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

41 

33 

12 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

7 

4 

Total: 

48 

37 

12 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

prosecu- 

Referred 

To  HM.  By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

35 

35 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total  : 

35 

35 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 

No  Outworkers  notified. 
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CLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year  1972  21,190 

Area  of  District  43,225  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Book,  1972  7,250 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  2.86 

Sum  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate  1972/73  £6,200 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1972  £643,375 


Chairman  of  the  Council  H.  J.  Wyatt,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee  G.  E.  Lambert,  Esq. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  F.  C.  Powell,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 

Inspector  W.  Kerley,  Cert., 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Additional  Public  Health 


Inspector  D.  A.  J.  Herbert,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Meat  Inspector  E.  D.  Wood,  m.a.m.i. 


Council  Offices,  Temple  Cloud,  Nr,  Bristol. 
Telephone:  Temple  Cloud  461  (3  lines) 
Health  Department:  8 Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1971. 

Live  Births: 

Number  339  (340) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  16.0  (16.4) 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.02)  16.3  (17.7) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  3 (3) 

Still  Births: 

Number  2 (5) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  6 (14) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  341  (345) 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  10  (7) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  29  (21) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30  (21) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — ( — ) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  27  (18) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  24  (15) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  29  (29) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortions) : 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.9  (10.4) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.02)  12.1  (10.0) 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total  253,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-one  Male  and  One 
Hundred  and  Twelve  Female.  The  following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Measles  

121 

(42) 

— 

(— ) 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

(10) 

— 

(— ) 

Dysentery  

1 

0) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

(10) 

— 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

0) 

— 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

— 

0) 

— 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  Other 

1 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Tetanus  

— 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

Total: 

128 

(66) 

— 

(1) 

The  only  significant  factor  in  infectious  disease  incidence  was 
with  measles,  the  last  previous  high  figure  being  in  1969.  This  has 
upset  the  normal  pattern  of  a biennial  epidemic  which  may  well  be 
related  to  the  fairly  recent  introduction  of  vaccination  against  this 
disease. 

The  birth  rate  was  well  above  the  national  average,  illegitimacy 
and  stillbirths  low,  but  unfortunately,  for  some  unaccountable 
reason,  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  high,  the  causes  not  following 
any  particular  pattern. 

The  general  death  rate  was  equal  to  the  national  average  but 
higher  than  usual  for  the  District.  One  half  were  due  to  heart  and 
circulatory  disease  and  one-fifth  to  cancer  (one-fifth  of  these  to 
lung  disease). 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  supplies  mains  water 
throughout  all  23  parishes.  No  reports  were  received  of  any 
shortage  occurring  in  any  villages,  neither  were  there  any 
complaints  of  contamination. 

(b)  Sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical 
analysis  gave  the  following  results: — 


(a) 

Raw  Water 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(b) 

Treated  after  going  into  supply 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

2 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

The  small  number  of  individual  private  supplies  are  being 
gradually  eliminated  and  advice  given  whenever  an  unsatisfactory 
sample  is  received  from  any  of  these  sources. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Work  on  the  Farrington  Gurney/Cameley  Sewerage  Scheme 
started  in  the  early  Spring,  with  steady  progress  throughout  the  year, 
with  the  anticipation  that  completion  of  the  Scheme  would  come  in 
the  early  Spring  of  1973. 

A new  rising  main  from  the  upgraded  Lippiatt  Lane  Sewage 
Pumping  Station  through  the  gravity  sewer  to  South  Road,  Tims- 
bury,  was  completed  during  the  year  and  brought  the  necessary  relief 
to  the  Farmborough  Works.  Minor  teething  troubles  were  still 
being  experienced  at  the  Pumping  Station  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  standard  of  effluent  from  the  Farmborough  Works  has  decidedly 
improved  since  the  installation  of  the  wedge  wire  clarifiers  and  relief 
from  the  overloading  mentioned  above. 
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The  Pensford  and  Woollard  Sewerage  Scheme  proceeded  in 
that  a site  was  located  for  the  construction  of  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  upstream  of  the  village,  and  sites  were  also  earmarked  for 
the  Pumping  Station  at  Woollard  and  a similar  one  in  Pensford 
village.  The  necessary  applications  for  planning  approval  were 
being  submitted. 

The  Chilcompton  Stage  II  Scheme  was  brought  forward  and  had 
been  prepared  and  gone  out  to  Tender  by  the  close  of  the  year  with 
an  early  start  in  1973  anticipated.  Whether  or  not  the  whole  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  village  can  be  sewered  will  depend  on  the  cost 
of  the  Scheme  which  is  governed  by  the  Somerset  Capital  Works 
Programme,  with  a limit  of  £100,000. 

Public  Conveniences  were  provided  at  the  Chew  Valley  Picnic 
Area  site  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  on  behalf  of  the 
Company  and  Clutton  R.D.C.,  the  sewage  therefrom  being  taken  by 
rising  main  to  the  gravity  sewers  in  Chew  Stoke.  No  problems  have 
arisen  here  to  date. 

Minor  sewer  relaying  was  carried  out  in  Ston  Easton  and  at 
Bishop  Sutton,  as  also  were  minor  improvements  to  various  Sewage 
Disposal  Works 

A second  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  was  added  to  the  Council’s 
vehicle  fleet  during  the  year  in  anticipation  of  the  phasing  out  of  the 
original  machine  in  September  1973. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  collection  service  continued  to  be  maintained  and 
the  third  refuse  freighter  was  delivered  by  the  Makers  in  the  late 
autumn  and  placed  into  immediate  service  on  the  larger  village 
routes.  The  bulk  refuse  collection  service  is  continuing  to  increase 
in  volume  and  the  Civic  Amenities  dump  opened  up  at  Paulton 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  proved  to  be  exceedingly  popular  and  it 
is  hoped  that  much  of  the  refuse  which  would  have  found  its  way 
into  the  hedgerows  is  now  being  properly  taken  care  of. 

The  Norton  Malreward  Refuse  Tip  situated  in  the  old  railway 
cutting  came  into  operation  in  the  late  spring  following  the  completion 
of  a large  part  of  the  drainage  works  which  was  found  to  be  neces- 
sary. Further  works  will  ultimately  be  necessary  to  enable  the  whole 
length  of  the  cutting  to  be  tipped.  Anti-pollution  measures  have  been 
taken  at  both  this  and  the  Chilcompton  tips,  with  appreciable 
success. 

The  refuse  crews  were,  with  their  agreement,  put  on  a bonus 
payment  scheme  from  June  1972,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  lead 
to  benefit  both  to  the  operatives  and  the  Council. 
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HOUSING 

A small  number  of  unfit  houses  were  again  dealt  with  and  in 
almost  every  case  a scheme  was  submitted  for  reconstruction  and 
reconditioning  which  were  accepted  by  the  Council. 

Negotiations  were  completed  during  the  year  for  the  purchase 
of  the  nine  cottages  at  The  Street,  Chew  Stoke,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  Improvement  Area  will  proceed  during  1973. 

Improvement  Grant  applications  have  been  maintained  at  a 
steady  rate  and  a backlog  of  inspections  was  beginning  to  build  up 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  However  private  house  building 
showed  signs  of  dropping  off,  similarly  to  that  shown  throughout 
the  country  generally,  but  the  number  of  plans  submitted  was 
maintained  and  the  number  of  small  works  continued  to  increase. 


1971  1972 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  7281  7456 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  1677  1703 

Old  People’s  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  158  166 

Applicants  on  the  Housing  List  362  437 

Houses  erected  during  the  year  by  the  Council  13  26 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  200  162 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council  15  17 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  148  122 

Dwellings  gained  by  conversion  by  Private  Enterprise  3 5 


Action  under  the  Housing  Act  1957: 

Closing  Orders  made  — 

Demolition  Orders  made  — 

Demolition  following  Demolition  Orders 8 

Undertaking  to  repair  accepted  — 

Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  revoked  following  acceptance  3 

of  scheme  of  reconstruction. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
Applications  were  as  follows: — 

1.  Discretionary 


Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of  dwellings 

Applications 

No.  of  dwellings 

80 

80 

81 

81 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  Owner/Occupiers  57 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  £2,769 

Average  Grant  paid  by  Local  Authority  £700 

Improvement  schemes  completed  75 
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2.  Standard 

Applications  received  1 5 

Applications  approved  15 

Improvement  schemes  completed  12 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970 
Milk: 

The  results  of  milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion by  the  Somerset  County  Council  from  distributors  within  the 
district  indicate  that  apart  from  occasional  lapses,  the  present 
Regulations  are  being  complied  with. 

Ice  Cream: 

Ninety-three  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream, 
all  supplies  being  pre-packed.  No  routine  samples  under  Sampling 
were  undertaken. 

Action  was  taken  and  a fine  secured  against  a local  butcher 
under  the  above-mentioned  Regulations,  but  otherwise  informal 
action  resulted  in  necessary  and  required  improvement. 


Trade 

Total 

No. 

Number 
complying 
with 
Reg.  18 

Number 
under 
Reg.  21 

Number 
complying 
with 
Reg.  21 

Butchers  

16 

16 

14 

14 

Cafes,  Canteens,  Fish  Fryers 

16 

16 

14 

14 

Bakehouses  

4 

4 

4 

4 

Licensed  Premises  

51 

51 

34 

34 

Sweets  & Confectionery 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

41 

41 

34 

34 

Meat  Inspection: 

During  the  year  one  wholesale  slaughterhouse  became  licensed 
for  the  export  of  carcase  meat  under  the  E.E.C.  Regulations,  export 
at  the  present  time  being  confined  to  horse  meat.  This  necessitated 
substantial  additional  works  at  the  premises  which  will  ultimately 
mean  updating  the  trade  effluent  agreement  with  this  particular 
slaughterhouse  occupier. 

The  throughput  of  the  six  slaughterhouses  varied  slightly  over 
the  previous  year  but  no  particular  problems  were  found  and  in 
general  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Again  Student  Inspectors  were  sent  out  from  the  Bristol  Poly- 
technic and  other  Technical  Colleges  in  the  south  west  to  gain 
experience  of  the  inspection  of  horse  meat. 

34 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

3092 

1402 

26 

16,634 

8020 

1585 

Number  inspected  

3092 

1402 

26 

16,634 

8020 

1585 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercocis : 

Whole  carcasses  condemned : 3 

31 

5 

16 

13 

5 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond. 

150 

140 



412 

156 

144 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber 
culosis  and  cysticerci : 

4.95% 

12.20% 

19.23% 

2.57% 

2.36% 

9.40% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcasses  cond. : 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond. 



2 
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Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis: 

— 

.2% 

— 

— 

•5% 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond. 

3 











Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration : 3 









— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  meat  condemned : 

(in  lbs.)  for: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

— 

610 

— 

— 

440 

— 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

16,623 

18,176 

165 

2842 

3300 

3850 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned  16,688 

18,786 

165 

2842 

3740 

3850 

TOTAL  animals  inspected  for  1972:  30,759 

Canned  Foods: 

The  following  canned  foods  voluntarily  surrendered  during 


the  year : 

Meat  and  Fish  188  lbs. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  15  lbs. 
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Poultry  Inspections : 

(i)  Number  of  processing  premises  1 5 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  52 

(iii)  Number  of  birds  processed  during  year  10,000 

(iv)  Types  of  birds  processed — chickens,  turkeys — 
mainly  chicken 

(v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  .6  % 

(vi)  Weight  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  2 cwts 


(vii)  Regular  inspections  now  carried  out,  but  ‘spotters’ 
have  to  be  relied  upon 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 

1960 

There  were  no  particular  problems  on  the  small  number  of 
individually  licensed  caravan  sites  and  there  was  less  unauthorised 
camping  than  in  previous  years.  It  is  my  opinion  however  that  a 
properly  laid  out  and  maintained  caravan  site  for  transit  caravans 
is  or  will  become  necessary  in  the  very  near  future  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Chew  Valley  Lake,  failing  which  indiscriminate  camping  on  the 
roadside  verges  will  become  a problem. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

Fifty-seven  inspections  were  carried  out  under  the  above  Act 
and  the  details  are  as  follows : — 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

No.  of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 
1971 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspections  during 
the  year 

Offices  

— 

16 

6 

Retail  Shops 

— 

63 

36 

Wholesale  Shops 

Warehouses 

— 

2 

1 

Catering  establish- 
ments, open  to  the 

public,  canteens 

— 

4 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

3 

3 

Totals: 

— 

88 

50 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACTS 

Generally  a quiet  year,  informal  action  being  confined  to  burn- 
ing of  tyres — mainly  in  connection  with  agricultural  operations. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

The  small  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
emanated  mainly  from  the  barking  of  dogs.  One  complaint  regarding 
the  operation  of  a small  milk  factory  could  not  be  substantiated. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

The  Servicing  Contractor  continued  to  deal  with  the  Council’s 
property  and  also  to  operate  the  free  service  for  domestic  premises. 
Infestations  occurred  at  about  the  same  level  and  no  particular 
cause  for  concern  was  evident. 

The  sewer  systems  were  test  baited  and  found  free  from  rats. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

Two  operators  only  are  licensed  within  the  district  and  these 
gave  no  cause  for  complaint,  but  a closer  check  was  kept  on  them 
during  the  outbreak  of  swine  vesicular  disease. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 

The  Department’s  inspectors  continued  to  deal  with  over  70 
petroleum  stations.  Routine  testing  of  old  and  new  tanks  proceed 
as  required  throughout  the  year. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  Premises  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act  (1  No.)  has  given 
no  cause  for  complaint. 

2.  4 premises  registered  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establish- 
ments Act  1963.  Inspections  are  carried  out  before  the  annual 
Licences  are  issued  and,  so  far,  all  have  been  reasonably  well 
maintained. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

1 



_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

73 

18 



_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

Total : 

74 

18 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

1 

1 

( b ) Unsuitable  or 

defective  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total : 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  & 134) 

No  Outworkers  notified. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  W.  Kerley,  the 
Council’s  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  for 
1 6 years,  who  was  taken  seriously  ill  in  December,  an  illness  which 
was  subsequently  to  prove  fatal.  He  had  been  a most  loyal  and 
conscientious  servant  to  the  Council  for  all  those  years  and  the 
Department  still  feels  his  loss  very  keenly. 
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FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year  1972  12,500 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books  4,150 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  3.012 

Sum  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate  1972/73  £3,990 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1972  £407,231 


Chairman  of  the  Council 


E.  D.  H.  Miles,  Esq. 


Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 

Committee  E.  D.  H.  Miles,  Esq. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  C.  H.  Prosser,  Cert.,  s.i.b. 


Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector 


D.  P.  George,  m.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625,  2184  and  3269 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1971. 

Live  Births: 

Number  178  (186) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  14.2  (15.0) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.06)  15.1  (17.0) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  10  (4) 

Still  Births : 

Number  — (3) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  — (16) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  178  (189) 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  2 (7) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  11  (38) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12  (34) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  — (143) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  11  (16) 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  11  (16) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  11  (32) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.0  (10.8) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.01)  11.1  (10.7) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Measles 

6 

(51) 

— 

(-) 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

(9) 

— 

(-) 

Total:  6 

(63) 

— 

(-) 

The  statistics  of  infectious  disease  in  the  District  do  not  quite 
register  the  incidence  for  the  year,  owing  to  a breakdown  in  the 
notification  procedure.  However,  I am  aware  that  the  general 
incidence  was  low,  and  no  serious  outbreaks  had  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Statistics  relating  to  infants  were  the  most  favourable  for  some 
years.  Although  the  birth  rate  followed  the  national  trend,  it  was 
still  higher  than  the  national  average.  There  were  no  stillbirths  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  dropped  to  well  below  the  average,  balanc- 
ing out  last  year’s  high  figure.  The  illegitimacy  rate  was  a little 
above  average. 

The  general  death  rate  was,  as  always,  below  the  average. 
Almost  half  were  aged  75  or  over  and  70  % were  65  or  over.  As  to 
cause,  somewhat  over  half  were  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  con- 
ditions and  about  one-fifth  to  cancer.  One-third  of  the  cancer  cases 
were  of  the  lung,  and  all  male. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  public  and  private  water  supplies  were  sampled  and  analysed 
during  the  year  and  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  by  my  depart- 
ment are  as  follows: — 

(a)  Piped  Supplies: 


(a) 

Raw  Water 

(b) 

Treated  after  going  into  supply 

Bacteriological 

Bacterit 

? logical 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

2 

18 

2 

— 

(b)  Well  Supplies: 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  examination 


SatisJ 

factory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

— 

2 

— 

— 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  isolated  houses 
where  mains  water  is  not  available  and  where  it  would  be  uneconomic 
to  supply. 

The  water  from  the  Gaer  Hill  source  is  plumbo-solvent,  but 
this  is  treated  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  following  thirteen  parishes  have  main  drainage  facilities : — 
Beckington  (part),  Coleford,  Faulkland,  Kilmersdon,  Leigh  on 
Mendip,  Mells  (part  only),  Norton  St.  Philip,  Nunney,  Rode, 
Trudoxhill,  Upton  Noble,  Wanstrow  and  Witham  Friary. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintenance  of  same 
due  to  shortage  of  staff.  At  no  time  during  the  last  year  have  we 
employed  sufficient  sewage  works  attendants.  Labour  is  almost 
unobtainable,  but  in  spite  of  the  small  labour  force  the  analyses  of 
the  effluents  have  been  reasonable  except  in  the  case  of  one  or  two 
works  where  unsatisfactory  samples  have  resulted  due  to  lack  of 
maintenance. 
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Beckington 

The  main  drainage  of  the  remainder  of  Beckington  has  com- 
menced and  most  satisfactory  progress  has  been  maintained.  Owing 
to  the  complexity  of  the  under  ground  pipes  this  scheme  has  been 
one  of  the  most  difficult  the  Council  has  carried  out.  It  is  anticipated 
that  this  scheme  will  be  completed  in  the  early  spring  of  1973. 

Buckland  Dinham,  Great  Elm  and  Mells  (Part  only) : 

The  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers  have  submitted  further 
proposals  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  disposal  works  at  Coleford 
and  Mells  will  be  abandoned  and  a gravity  main  laid  to  the  Frome 
Urban  District  Council’s  works  at  Spring  Gardens.  It  has  now  been 
decided  that  a separate  disposal  works  will  not  be  constructed  at 
Buckland  Dinham,  but  here  again  the  sewage  will  be  treated  at  the 
Frome  Urban  District  Council’s  works. 

Coleford : 

The  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers  are  preparing  a scheme 
to  cover  the  Upper  Merryfield  part  of  Coleford  where  there  is  no 
mains  drainage.  In  this  area  the  sewage  is  to  be  discharged  to  a tank 
and  pumped  into  the  head  of  Coleford  main  sewer. 

REFUSE 

The  weekly  collection  service  is  operated  throughout  80%  of 
the  area. 

Labour  difficulties  have  been  experienced  during  the  year  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  a new  refuse  lorry  will  be  purchased  in  early 
1973,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  when  delivery  will  be  made.  Generally 
the  service  has  been  well  maintained. 

The  tip  at  Coleford  is  quite  satisfactory  apart  from  a periodic 
nuisance  from  flies,  but  as  development  takes  place  at  Goodeaves, 
where  the  proposed  new  houses  are  some  20  yards  from  the  tip,  I am 
afraid  there  will  be  many  headaches  in  the  future. 

The  tip  at  Tellisford  is  far  removed  from  habitation  and  gives 
little  cause  for  complaint. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 

Abandoned  vehicles  continue  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  Coleford 
tip. 

The  continued  dumping  of  rubbish  on  spare  land  and  in  the 
hedgerows  appears  on  the  increase  and  during  the  last  year  has 
placed  a strain  on  the  labour  force  which  is  already  very  much  below 
strength. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  areas  where  rubbish  has 
been  found  have  been  cleared. 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 

Permanent 


(a)  No.  of  single  caravans  licensed  3 

(b)  No.  of  site  licences  issued  in  respect  of  more  than  one 

caravan  1 

(c)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  occupants  resident  during 

the  year  70 

(d)  No.  of  sites  closed  — 

(e)  Camping  Sites — Number  of  unlicensed  sites  in  use  — 


The  site  at  Oldford  is  extremely  well  maintained,  but  the  un- 
licensed site  at  Gypsy  Lane,  Frome,  owned  by  the  Somerset  County 
Council,  is  most  unsatisfactory.  The  County  Council  have  made 
strenuous  efforts  to  provide  a Gypsy  site  in  the  district  and  are  still 
hoping  to  make  provisions  for  a Gypsy  site  in  Gypsy  Lane,  Frome, 
but  any  suggested  site  is  greeted  with  a storm  of  protest  from  the 
nearby  residents. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

At  the  present  time  the  Council’s  workmen  act  as  part-time 
operators,  but  as  this  work  increases  I am  seriously  considering  em- 
ploying a specialist  firm  to  carry  out  this  work  in  1973. 

My  present  labour  force  cannot  cope  with  the  additional  work 
without  working  many  hours  overtime. 

KNACKERS  YARD 

The  Knackers  yard  at  the  Mount,  Frome,  continues  to  be  well 
maintained  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

Milk: 

No.  of  registered  distributors  21 

No.  of  registered  dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms)  7 


Ice  Cream: 

There  are  32  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the  above. 
The  ice  cream  is  all  prepacked  and  stored  in  refrigerators. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations: 

(1)  No.  of  premises  74 

(2)  No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.  18  67 

(3)  No.  of  premises  to  which  Reg.  21  applies  44 

(4)  No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.  21  44 


The  standard  of  the  above  premises  is  reasonably  good  and  only 
informal  action  was  taken  to  rectify  minor  defects  during  the  year. 
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Poultry  Processing  and  Packing  Establishments: 


No.  in  District  1 

Approximate  weekly  kill  65,000 


Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  establishment’s  own 
staff,  while  the  Council  carry  out  periodic  inspections. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963: 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  38 


HOUSING 

Applications  for  Council  Houses,  Bungalows  and  Flats: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  219  applicants  for  Council 
dwellings,  136  required  houses,  83  required  small  bungalows  or  flats. 

New  Council  Dwellings: 

15  Old  People’s  dwellings  were  constructed  during  the  year  and 
46  were  under  construction.  (28  Coleford,  8 Nunney  and  10  Rode). 

Private  houses  erected: 

109  houses  were  constructed  and  completed  during  1972  and 
96  private  dwellings  were  under  course  of  construction. 

Improvement  Grants: 

The  Number  of  Improvement  Grant  applications  continues  to 
steadily  increase. 

Number  of  applications  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority  dur- 
ing the  year: — 


Received 

Approved 

1 . Improvement  Grants  

74 

37 

2.  Standard  Grants 

16 

10 

3.  Special  Grants  

— 

— 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspection  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  o) 

r 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

_ 







(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

27 

30 





(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

7 

Total  : 

27 

30 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

0) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Ref 

ToH.M. 

Inspec- 

tor 

(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

11 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(0 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M . 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(i a ) Insufficient  

( b ) Unsuitable  or 

defective  

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total:  

16 

15 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  & 134) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

t 

Section  13 

3 

Section  134 

No  of  out 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
133  (l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
defaults 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 

apparel  / etc 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  13,720 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  the 

Rate  Book  4,700 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  2.9 

Sum  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate  as  at  1st 

April,  1972  £4,900 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1972  £513,909 


Chairman  of  the  Council  P.  Belham,  Esq  . 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee  R.  H.  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  m.b.e. 

Chief  Public  Health  and  J.  B.  Compton,  m.r.s.h., 

Housing  Officer  m.a.p.h.i. 

Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector  R.  G.  Hill,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Municipal  Offices,  North  Parade,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  3231. 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1971. 

Live  Births: 

Number  234  (227) 

Rate  per  1,000  population  17.1  (16.8) 

Birth  Rhte  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.00)  17.1  (18.3) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  20  (10) 

Still  Births: 

Number  7 (1) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  29  (4) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  241  (228) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  2 (5) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  9 (22) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  9 (20) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  — (45) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births  ......  — (13) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  — (9) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births)  29  (13) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  15.3  (14.2) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (.80)  12.2  (10.7) 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total  210,  One  Hundred  and  Three  Male  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seven  Female.  The  following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  Other 

Food  Poisoning  

Acute  Meningitis 


Total  cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

44 

(45) 

- (-) 

4 

(1) 

- (-) 

(1) 

- (-) 

- (1) 

- (~) 

(4) 

- (-) 

1 

(-) 

- (-) 

49 

(52) 

- (-) 

The  above  figures  of  incidence  of  the  common  infectious  diseases 
are  unfortunately  unreliable  owing  to  a breakdown  in  the  notification 
procedure  in  the  District.  However,  at  no  time  was  there  any  serious 
outbreak. 

The  birth  rate  followed  the  general  trend  but  was  still  well  up  on 
the  national  average.  The  high  figure  of  seven  stillbirths  can,  I 
consider,  be  regarded  as  an  unusual  occurrence  for  a single  year, 
and  need  not  be  of  any  specific  significance.  The  infant  mortality 
rate,  as  a compensation,  is  only  half  of  the  national  average.  The 
illegitimacy  rate  is  just  average. 

The  general  death  rate  is  at  national  average  level,  just  under 
half  of  the  deaths  being  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  disease,  and  a 
little  less  than  one-fifth  to  cancer  (almost  one-third  of  these  in  the 
lung). 


THE  HEALTH  CENTRE 

In  addition  to  the  daily  surgeries  run  by  general  practitioners, 
the  following  special  sessions  of  Somerset  County  Council  Health 
Committee  and  other  agencies  take  place  weekly: 


Monday 

9.0— 3.0 

By  appointment 

Speech  Therapist 

2.0 — 4.0 

Parentcraft  & Relaxation  Exercises 

6.45—8.0 

Family  Planning  (4th) 

Tuesday 

Mornings  only 

By  appointment 

Child  Guidance 

By  appointment 

Teacher  of  the  Deaf 

By  appointment 

Immunisation  Clinic  (4th) 

Wednesday 

9.0—11.30 

Developmental  Examinations  (Pre-school) 

12.30—1.30 

By  appointment 

Marriage  Guidance 

7.45 

Mothers’  Club  (last  Wednesday) 

Welfare  & Proprietary  Foods 
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Thursday 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 


Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (2nd) 

99  99  99 

Speech  Therapist 
Family  Planning  (1st  and  3rd) 

Opthalmologist’s  Clinic 

Other:  Dental  Clinics  by  appointment. 

Attendances  at  Child  Health  Clinics,  1972. 


January  377 

February  ; 353 

March  484 

April  424 

May  472 

June  376 

July  368 

August  460 

September  310 

October  371 

November  422 

December  211 

4628 

Attendances  for  1971  4451 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning  of  year  836 

Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  935 


9.0—  1.0 
By  appointment 

10.0— 1.0 
2.0— 4.0 

By  appointment 

2.0— 3.0 
6.45 — 8.0 

Friday  9.0 — 2.0 
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REPORT  OF 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  & HOUSING  OFFICER 


HOUSING 

Houses  erected  post  War  by  Local  Authority  1 337 

Houses  erected  post  War  by  Private  Enterprise  928 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  during  1972  56 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during  1972  58 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  (Section  17  Housing  Act  1957)  11 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  (Section  42  Housing  Act  1957)  26 

Number  of  applicants  on  the  Housing  List  31.12.72  358 

Improvement  Grants  Approved  24 

Standard  Grants  Approved  34 

‘Good  Repair’  Qualification  Certificates  issued  8 


To  clear  away  slums  by  1980  is  a worthy  national  target.  And 
even  if  housing  is  notoriously  the  grave  of  good  intentions,  it  is 
hoped  this  target  will  be  achieved  locally. 

Most  people  who  live  in  slums  do  so  because  they  cannot  afford 
anything  better.  Equalisation  of  rents  in  the  private  and  public 
sectors  may  alter  this  and  help  housing  authorities  make  the  best 
use  of  their  stock  of  rented  housing.  The  total  housing  needs  of  an 
area  have  not  always  received  the  in-depth  examination  necessary, 
and  Councils  have  been  criticised  for  failing  to  make  provision  for 
certain  sections  of  the  community — the  disabled,  single  active  people 
living  alone,  the  mobile  worker,  and  students.  Moreover,  have  we 
not  built  estates  rather  than  communities  and  omitted  altogether 
to  help  people  for  whom  Council  housing  does  not  provide  a solu- 
tion? Whatever  the  answer,  it  is  distressing  that  so  few  tenants 
seem  to  think  about  their  problems  from  a community  as  well  as  an 
individual  point  of  view. 

Salvation  may  come  from  the  Council’s  sensitivity  to  the  wishes 
and  preferences  of  people  and  a more  flexible  approach  to  housing 
needs  and  conditions. 

Public  Health  Inspection: 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made : 


Public  Health  Inspections  (Including  meat  and  food)  1289 

Housing  (Including  Council  house  inspections)  1636 

Total  visits  of  all  kinds  4925 


Rodent  and  Pest  Control : 

During  the  year  941  properties  were  inspected  under  this  service. 
Control  treatments  for  rats  and  mice,  disinfestations  of  homes, 
destruction  of  wasps’  nests,  and  feral  pigeons,  and  rabbit  control 
were  all  effectively  carried  out. 
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Water  Supplies: 

The  mains  water  supply  in  the  Urban  District  is  provided  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  No  action  had  to  be  taken  in  respect 
of  any  form  of  contamination  during  the  year. 

Only  1 0 homes  in  the  Urban-District  are  served  by  outdoor  mains 
standpipes.  All  the  rest  are  supplied  directly  with  a piped  indoor 
mains  supply. 

Four  samples  of  mains  water  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  two  for  chemical  analysis  were  obtained  from  draw-off  points 
in  the  distribution  system  in  the  District.  All  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  Frome  supply  is  a hard  water  (340  p.p.m.  total 
hardness  Calcium  Carbonate)  with  a small  natural  fluoride  content 
(0.05  p.p.m.). 

Public  Swimming  Bath: 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  Public 
Swimming  Bath  during  the  bathing  season  and  their  bacteriological 
condition  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 

The  enlarged  and  improved  sewage  disposal  works  continues  to 
give  reasonably  satisfactory  effluent  results. 

SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Cream  Samples: 

There  are  five  registered  distributors  of  milk  in  the  District. 
Frequent  sampling  of  milk  and  cream  confirmed  their  satisfactory 
bacterial  quality. 

Ice  Cream: 

There  are  sixty-six  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  one  ice  cream  factory. 

Eleven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Eight  were  graded  1 /II  and  three 

III. 

Sliced  Cooked  Meat: 

The  three  samples  taken  were  of  excellent  bacterial  quality. 

Poultry  Inspection: 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  Urban 
District. 

Meat  Inspection: 

Throughput  at  the  Council's  slaughterhouse  decreased  by  154 
cattle  units  over  the  previous  year:  a 100%  inspection  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  was  maintained,  as  the  following  table  shows: 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 
during  year: 


Cattle 

exclud. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  883 

1 

18 

1269 

2426 

— 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcasses  cond.  — 

1 

1 

5 

19 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond.  95 





16 

152 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  10.7  % 

100% 

5.6% 

1.7% 

7% 



Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcasses  cond.  — 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond.  — 







15 



Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  — 

— 

— 

— 

0.63% 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond.  2 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  2 











Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  meat  condemned : 

(in  lbs.)  for: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  — 

136 

(b)  Cysticercosis  45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  1300 

241 

93 

293 

2340 

— 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned  1345 

241 

93 

293 

2476 

— 

60 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

With  the  expansion  of  catering  in  licensed  public  houses,  an 
effort  was  made  to  assess  hygiene  standards  at  these  premises  and 
focus  publicans’  attention  on  essentials. 

Few  of  the  pubs  were  designed  as  catering  establishments. 
Consequently  kitchens  were  being  used  for  both  commercial  and 
domestic  purposes,  including  laundering.  Other  deficiencies  noted 
for  corrective  action  included  inadequate  and  ineffective  wash-ups, 
bar  sinks  and  wash  basins;  uncovered  and  unrefrigerated  display  of 
ready-to-eat  food;  smoking  and  excessive  handling  of  food;  in- 
adequate or  inconvenient  lavatories;  poor  artificial  lighting  of  wash- 
ups  and  preparation  tables,  and  dirty  cellars. 

Sixteen  complaints  from  the  public  as  to  foreign  matter  or 
mould  in  food  were  investigated.  Three  prosecutions  ensued,  all 
successful,  fines  totalling  £35  being  imposed  on  the  offenders. 

Two  prosecutions  were  brought  under  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions resulting  in  fines  of  £80  and  a year’s  disqualification  for  the 
caterer/offender. 

Food  Premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

1970 


No.  of  Premises 

Bakers  and  Cake  Shops ......  9 

Butchers  13 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  10 

Confectioners  17 

Dairies  2 

Fishmongers  ... 3 

Fish  & Chip  Shops  7 

Factory  Canteens  8 

Grocers  27 

Greengrocers  12 

Guest  Houses  & Residential  Hotels  12 

Licensed  Premises  28 

Slaughterhouses  1 

Total:  149 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Details  of  registrations,  inspections  and  an  analysis  of  contra- 
ventions of  this  legislation  are  given  below. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
at  end  of 
year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  

1 

54 

15 

Retail  Shops 

3 

105 

39 

Wholesale  shops, 

Warehouses 

1 

5 

3 

Catering  establish- 

ments open  to  the 

public,  canteens 

— 

12 

12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  : 

5 

177 

69 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act:  98. 

ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Section  No.  of  Contraventions  found 

4 Cleanliness  20 

5 Overcrowding  — 

6 Temperature  — 

7 Ventilation  — 

8 Lighting  — 

9 Sanitary  conveniences — 

10  Washing  facilities  — 

1 1 Supply  of  drinking  water  — 

12  Clothing  accommodation  — 

13  Sitting  facilities  — 

14  Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  — 

1 5 Eating  facilities  — 

16  Floors,  passage  and  stairs  8 

17  Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery  ,.  ......  — 

18  Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 

machinery  — 

19  Training  of  young  persons  working  at  dangerous 

machinery  — 

23  Prohibition  of  heavy  work  — 

24  First  aid  — 

Hoists  and  lifts  — 

Other  matters  — 


Total:  28 
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AIR  POLLUTION 

Two  applications  for  the  approval  of  the  height  of  proposed 
industrial  chimneys  were  received,  and  after  modification,  granted. 

A series  of  smoke  observations  and  recordings  were  taken  from 
factory  chimneys  but  no  excessive  or  unlawful  emissions  were  noted. 


NOISE 

Three  complaints  of  excessive  noise  emanating  from  roadworks 
and  building  construction  operations  were  investigated  and  resolved. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT,  1960 

No.  of  licensed  sites  Nil 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

7 

3 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

78 

19 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

9 

Total  : 

94 

22 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

( b ) Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total  : 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  & 134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No  of  out 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
133  (l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
defaults 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  / etc 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid- Year  1972  19,040 

Area  of  the  District  4,171  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books,  1972  6,470 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  2.95 

Sum  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate,  1972/73  £8,855 

Rateable  Value,  April  1 972  £901,664 


Chairman  of  the  Council  P.  Baker,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Technical 

Committee  D.  G.  Miles,  Esq. 

Public  Health  Inspector  D.  F.  G.  Lockyear,  m.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  A.  H.  Ridge,  a.m.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Town  Hall,  Keynsham. 

Telephone:  Keynsham  2345/8 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1971. 

Live  Births: 

Number  - 248  (300) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  13.0  (15.8) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.93)  13.4  (14.4) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  5 (5) 

Still  Births: 

Number  3 (5) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  12  (16) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  251  (305) 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  — (5) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  — (17) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  — (18) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  — ( — ) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  — (10) 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  — (10) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births)  12  (26) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.3  (10.8) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.08)  12.2  (11.3) 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total  216,  One  Hundred  and  Seven  Male  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Nine  Female.  The  following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Measles  

Dysentery  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Infective  Jaundice  

Infective  Encephalitis  

Food  Poisoning  

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  Other  

Total: 


Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

Deaths 

69 

(77) 

- (-) 

— 

(1) 

- (-) 

— 

(2) 

- (-) 

1 

(-) 

- (-) 

1 

(2) 

- (-) 

1 

(-) 

- (-) 

— 

(2) 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

- (-) 

— 

0) 

(-) 

74 

(85) 

(-) 

Again,  this  year,  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  at  a 
low  level.  Unfortunately,  there  were  two  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified,  the  first  since  1966. 


The  birth  rate  maintained  its  usual  position  in  relation  to  the 
national  average,  in  fact  slightly  closer.  Stillbirths  were  few,  none 
of  which  occurred  at  home  or  in  Keynsham  Hospital.  For  the  first 
time  I can  record  no  deaths  of  live-born  infants. 


The  general  death  rate  was,  for  the  first  time,  above  the  national 
average,  but  only  fractionally.  46  % were  due  to  heart  and  circulatory 
conditions  and  22  % to  cancer  (only  one-eighth  of  which  in  the  lung). 
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KEYNSHAM  CLINIC 

Below  are  details  of  the  services  provided  by  Somerset  County 
Council  Health  and  Education  Committees.  The  Child  Health  and 
Development  Clinics  in  Keynsham  are  attended  by  the  general 
practitioners,  and  that  at  Saltford  by  a Somerset  County  doctor. 

As  ever,  I,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  the  local  community,  are 
most  grateful  to  the  voluntary  helpers  without  whose  aid,  clinics 
could  not,  under  present  conditions,  be  run.  I hope  that  this  excellent 
service  will  continue  under  the  forthcoming  management  after 
re-organisation. 

Unfortunately,  the  Chandag  Clinic  had  to  close  in  May  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  attendances  of  mothers  with  pre-school  age  children. 

(1)  Weekly: 


Monday 

2.30-4.0 

Mothers’  Club. 

7.00—9.00 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation 

Tuesday 

9.30—12.30 

Orthopaedic  Sister  (3rd) 

2.0— 4.0 

Family  Planning  (2nd  and  4th) 

7.0—10.0 

Group  Therapy  for  Overweight 

Wednesday 

9.30—12.30 

Speech  Therapist 

10.0—12.30 

County  Oculist  (by  appointment) 

2.0— 4.0 

Child  Health  Clinic 

Immunisation.  Once  a month  by  appoint- 
ment 

6.30-9.00 

Family  Planning  (by  appointment) 

Thursday 

9.30—12.30 

Speech  Therapist 

Hearing  Assessment  (by  appointment) 

1.30—3.30 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

2.0— 4.0 

Speech  Therapy 

Friday 

10.30—11.30 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

(2)  Other: 

2.0 — 4.0 

Developmental  Sessions 
(2  a month  by  appointment) 

Immunisation.  Once  a month  by  appoint- 
ment 

Dental  Clinic  held  daily  by  appointment. 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  administer,  on  behalf  of  the 
Somerset  County  Council  Social  Services  Committee,  a chiropody 
clinic  for  the  elderly  and  handicapped  from  9.0  to  12.0  on  Mondays. 
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Child  Health  Clinic  Attendances : 

Park  Road : 

January  332 

February  309 

March  454 

April  382 

May  439 

June  396 

July  325 

August  378 

September  350 

October  293 

November  304 

December  225 

4187 

Attendances  for  1971  - 4314 

Total  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  924 

Total  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  898 

Chandag  Centre: 

Sessions  are  held  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays  from  2.0  to 
3.30  p.m. 

January  25 

February  10 

March  22 

April  7 

May  13 

77 

Saltford : 

Sessions  are  held  every  Thursday  from  2.30  to  4.30  with  a 
doctor  in  attendance  on  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays. 

Attendances  for  1972  1102 

Attendances  for  1971  1238 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  161 

Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  199 

KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

The  Nursery  continues  to  provide  daily  care  for  children  under 
five  years,  in  special  circumstances  and  on  a priority  basis. 

Four  handicapped  children  were  cared  for  throughout  the  year 
for  the  benefit  of  their  development. 

Forty  children  were  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  as  recorded  at  the  Council  Depot, 
Unity  Road,  Keynsham,  was  27.26  inches  which  was  below  average. 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  within  the  area  of  supply 
of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  No  major  changes  in  distribu- 
tion have  occurred. 

There  has  been  no  deficiency  in  either  quantity  or  quality. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  regular  bacteriological  examination  has 
revealed  no  evidence  of  contamination  and  chemical  analysis  has 
confirmed  that  the  water  is  fairly  soft  with  trace  metals  well  within 
acceptable  limits. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Work  proceeded  during  the  year  on  the  final  phase  of  recon- 
struction  and  extension  of  the  sewers  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
district.  Completion  of  this  contract  is  envisaged  during  late  summer. 

Works  to  extend  the  sewage  disposal  works  were  commenced 
during  the  year  to  cater  for  the  extra  volume  from  Saltford.  This 
contract  is  scheduled  for  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Routine  samples  of  effluent  from  these  works  have  been  ex- 
amined by  the  County  Public  Analyst,  and  results  overall  have  been 
satisfactory.  Such  problems  as  have  arisen  have  been  due  to  over- 
loading of  the  works,  pending  completion  of  the  extensions. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A weekly  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  has  been  main- 
tained throughout  the  whole  district,  with  twice  weekly  calls  in 
shopping  areas.  There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  staff  of  9 men. 

In  addition  arrangements  have  been  made  under  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act  1967  for  residents  to  dispose  of  refuse  themselves. 
As  has  been  found  in  many  areas,  these  facilities  are  well  used  and 
abused,  mainly  by  tradespeople  seeking  to  evade  collection  and 
disposal  charges.  Unfortunately,  short  of  maintaining  round-the- 
clock  supervision  which  would  be  difficult  and  costly,  there  is  no 
way  of  preventing  mis-use. 

During  the  year  it  became  necessary  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  City  and  County  of  Bristol  to  take  a proportion  of  the  refuse  for 
disposal  to  ease  the  demand  on  the  limited  space  for  tipping  which 
remains  within  the  Urban  District. 
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HOUSING 

Dwelling  Houses  in  the  District  6365 

Dwelling  Houses  owned  by  Council  1905 

Prefabs  1 

Houses  listed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  for  action  individually 

or  by  Clearance  Order  — 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year  28 

Houses  made  fit  by  owner  5 

Houses  erected  by  Council  2 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  32 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Council  29 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  70 

Old  People’s  Dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  up  to  the  end 

of  the  year  272 

Applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end  of  year  415 

Improvement  Grants: 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  dwellings  16 

From  Owner/Occupier  16 

Standard  Grants: 

Applications  received  5 

Applications  approved  4 

Applications  approved  in  respect  of  Owner/Occupier  4 

Number  of  houses  where  standard  amenities  have  been 

approved  99 

Housing  Acts  1961  to  1969  (Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation) : 

Routine  inspections  have  revealed  no  acute  problems  and 
no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  1474 

Houses  inspected  40 

Statutory  Notices  Issued  — 

Informal  Notices  Issued  59 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  47 

Infectious  diseases  enquiries  7 

Enquiries  concerning  suspected  food  poisoning  7 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Total  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  provisions  of  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970:  101. 


These  comprise  the  following  trades: 


Total 

No. 

No. 

complying 
with 
Reg.  18 

No. 
under 
Reg.  21 

No. 

complying 

with 

Reg.  21 

Retail  butcher  incl.  butchery 
depts.  of  multiple  shops 

11 

11 

10 

10 

Other  retail  food  shops 

36 

36 

25 

25 

Cafes  & Canteens  (including 
schools)  

24 

24 

24 

24 

Bakehouses  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Chocolate  Manufacture 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pickle  Manufacture 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sugar  Packing  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Licensed  premises  

20 

20 

18 

18 

286  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year  including 
visits  made  jointly  for  purposes  of  other  legislation.  No  conditions 
requiring  formal  action  have  been  encountered,  and  improvements 
have  been  effected  where  necessary  with  a satisfactory  degree  of 
co-operation  from  traders. 

(b)  I make  no  apology  for  repeating  previous  criticisms  of  the 
law  relating  to  mobile  food  traders.  The  Regulations  are  framed  to 
bring  mobile  shops  and  delivery  vehicles  up  to  a standard  com- 
parable with  static  food  premises,  and  as  such  provoke  little  criticism 
among  public  health  officers.  What  is  lacking  is  registration,  and 
perhaps  approval  prior  to  trading  in  the  District.  Chance  sightings 
and  time  consuming  searches  are  insufficient. 

(c)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955:  49. 

These  comprise:  (1)  Ice  cream  storage  and  sale  43 

(2)  Manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved 

foods  etc.  6 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  or  knackers  yards  within 
the  Urban  District. 

(d)  Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  or 


unsuitable  for  sale : — 

Fresh  meat  288  lbs. 

Canned  and  frozen  meat  and  meat  products  156  packs/tins 

Canned  and  frozen  fish  and  fish  products  49  packs/tins 

Canned  and  frozen  fruit  and  vegetables  2284  packs/tins 

Miscellaneous  frozen  and  prepacked  foods  500  packs/tins 
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(e)  Sixteen  complaints  have  been  received  from  members  of 
the  public  during  the  year  either  of  food  found  to  be  in  unsatisfactory 
condition  or  containing  foreign  material.  Each  case  was  investigated 
with  the  retailer  and/or  manufacturer  concerned  and  in  one  case 
legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  producer/packer  of  a frozen 
chicken,  the  giblets  of  which  were  found  to  contain  a piece  of  chewed 
chewing  gum.  The  company  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £10. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  the  number  of  complaints  to  the 
department  was  almost  treble  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  would 
seem  to  indicate  a greater  concern  and  awareness  on  the  part  of  the 
public  for  the  quality  of  the  food  they  buy  and  eat.  Coverage  of  this 
topic  in  the  national  press  has  no  doubt  contributed  in  no  small 
way  to  this  interest. 

However,  one  is  often  left  with  the  impression  that  the  com- 
plainant is  only  concerned  to  use  the  officer  to  drive  home  the 
complaint  and  perhaps  obtain  some  compensation.  Rarely  are  they 
willing  to  support  a prosecution  should  such  a course  appear  justified. 

Spot  checks  by  staff  revealed  that  “out  of  code”  perishable  foods 
were  on  sale  in  some  shops  and  as  a result  a letter  was  sent  to  all 
retailers  enclosing  a Code  of  Practice  prepared  jointly  by  the 
organisation  representing  the  trade  and  the  Association  of  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  This  brought  favourable  comment  from  several 
retailers  who  were  pleased  that  they  now  had  definite  standards  to 
work  towards. 

(f)  Milk  Supply: 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated  and  samples  taken  by 
Somerset  County  Council  indicated  the  maintenance  of  a satisfactory 
standard.  There  are  7 Registered  Distributors  of  milk  in  the  district. 
There  are  no  registered  dairy  premises  (other  than  farms).  No  cases 
of  brucella  abortus  have  been  reported,  and  no  samples  of  raw  milk 
have  been  taken  by  U.D.C.  officers. 

(g)  Bakehouses: 

Two  bakehouses  remain  in  regular  use  and  have  been  satis- 
factorily maintained. 

(h)  Ice  Cream: 

Forty-three  premises  were  on  the  register  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream.  There  are  no  manufacturing  premises  in  the  district 
other  than  those  where  soft  ice-cream  is  produced  by  continuous 
freezer.  Samples  taken  during  the  year  were  all  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

(i)  Poultry  Inspection : 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  the  district. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Total  Number  of  Visits  of  inspection  410 

Number  of  Properties  found  infested  223 

Treatments  carried  out  by  operator  223 


Council  properties  including  sewers,  refuse  tips  and  river  banks 
in  Council  ownership  have  been  surveyed  from  time  to  time  and 
treated  where  evidence  of  rodents  was  found. 

No  major  infestation  has  been  found  during  the  year  and  no 
formal  action  has  been  necessary. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

Routine  inspections  have  revealed  no  serious  problems  during 


the  year. 

Number  of  individual  caravans 3 

Number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  2 

Total  number  of  caravans  on  sites  55 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  The  operator  of 
an  ice  cream  van  was  discovered  using  advertising  chimes  outside 
permitted  hours,  but  a warning  was  sufficient  to  prevent  recurrence. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACTS  1956  AND  1968 

General  observations  have  been  maintained  on  industrial  and 
other  emissions.  One  offence  occurred  involving  the  burning  of 
tyres  giving  off  black  smoke.  A strong  warning  was  given  to  the 
occupier  of  the  premises  concerned  and  the  offence  has  not  been 
repeated. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  operator  of  a boiler  plant  when 
normal  soot  blowing  took  place  during  adverse  weather  conditions 
resulting  in  considerable  fall-out  onto  adjoining  premises  and 
property.  No  repetition  has  occurred. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections : 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiv- 
ing a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices  

4 

54 

28 

Retail  Shops 

3 

113 

59 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

1 

8 

4 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to  the 

public,  Canteens 

— 

12 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals: 

8 

187 

101 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises  265 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  workplace: — 

Offices  348 

Retail  Shops  488 

Wholesale  Depts.,  Warehouses  60 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  public  34 

Canteens  — 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  — 

Total:  930 

Total  Males  432 

Total  Females  498 


Exemptions:  No  exemptions  granted  to  any  premises. 
Prosecutions:  No  prosecutions  undertaken. 

Inspectors: 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1)  or  (5)  of 

the  Act  2 

Other  Staff  employed  in  connection  with  the  Act  — 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

One  premises  was  newly  registered  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act 
1951,  making  a total  of  two  in  the  Urban  District.  Both  have  been 
found  to  be  well-maintained. 

One  operator  is  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957. 

No  premises  are  registered  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Estab- 
lishments Act,  1963. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  were  48  premises  on  the  register  of  factories  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Periodic  inspections  revealed  few  defects  and  no  formal 
action  was  found  necessary. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspection  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

1 







(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

45 

9 

4 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

2 

1 

Total: 

48 

10 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

prosecu- 

To H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

0) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

( b ) Unsuitable  or 

defective  

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total: 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  & 134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

No  of  out 

No.  of 

workers 

cases  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature 

in 

defaults 

prosecu- 

instances 

of 

August 

in 

tions  for 

of  work 

Notices 

Prose- 

Work 

list 

sending 

failure 

in  un- 

served 

cutions 

required 

lists  to 

to 

whole- 

by 

the 

supply 

some 

Section 
133  (l)(c) 

Council 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  \ Making 
apparel  / etc. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  : 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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NORTON  RADSTOCK 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year  1972  15,370 

Area  of  the  District  3,370  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  the 

Rate  Book  1972  5,364 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  2.865 

Sum  Represented  by  a New  Penny  Rate  1972/73  £5,000 

Rateable  Value  April  1972  £530,828 


Chairman  of  the  Council  C.  C.  Jones,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Committee  R.  A.  Perrett,  Esq. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

and  Housing  Officer  R.  H.  Howard,  f.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector 

and  Housing  Officer  B.  Sykes,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Council  Offices : High  Street,  Midsomer  Norton. 

Telephone:  Midsomer  Norton  3224. 

Health  Department:  8,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1971. 

Live  Births: 

Number  - 243  (274) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  15.8  (18.1) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.99)  15.6  (18.6) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  2 (4) 

; : i : I i : [ 

Still  Births: 

Number  «...  4 (4) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  16  (14) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .....  247  (278) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  1 (4) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  4 (15) 

Legitimate  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  4 (15) 

Illegitimate  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  — ( — ) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ......  4 (7) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  — (7) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  16  (22) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  — ( — ) 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  — ( — ) 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  9.8  (1L8) 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.08)  10.6  (12.2) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Total  cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Measles  

138 

(55) 



(— ) 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

(6) 

— 

(— ) 

Dysentery  

1 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

(44) 

— 

(-) 

Infective  Jaundice 

10 

(2) 

— 

(— ) 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

1 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Total:  154 

(109) 

1 

(-) 

The  main  item  of  note  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
was  an  outbreak  of  Infective  Jaundice  in  one  class  of  St.  Nicholas 
Junior  School.  Ten  children  were  affected,  but  spread  of  the  disease 
was  controlled  by  injection  of  Immunoglobulin,  after  which  no  fur- 
ther cases  occurred. 

Measles  reached  a peak  this  year,  but  only  isolated  cases  of  other 
infectious  diseases  occurred. 

The  birth  rate,  as  expected,  followed  the  general  trend  but 
remained  appreciably  above  the  national  average.  The  illegitimate 
rate  was  less  than  a quarter  of  the  national.  Only  one  child  died  in 
its  first  year,  but  the  stillbirth  rate  was  rather  higher  than  usual. 

The  Urban  District  had  a low  general  death  rate.  Exactly  one 
half  were  due  to  disease  of  the  heart  and  circulation  and  one-fifth  to 
cancer.  Cancer  of  the  lung  at  six  cases  was  the  lowest  in  recent  years, 
and  in  fact  lung  disease  in  general  did  not  contribute  unduly  to  fatal 
illness.  Almost  half  of  the  deaths  were  aged  75  years  or  over,  and 
70%  were  from  sixty-five. 
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NORTON-RADSTOCK  CLINICS 

The  following  details  of  sessions  by  the  Somerset  County  Health 
Committee  and  other  agencies  are  given  for  information. 


Leigh  House: 


Monday 

Morning 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  (2nd  & 4th) 

Family  Planning  (1st  & 3rd) 

Afternoon 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  (by  appointment) 

Tuesday 

Morning 

County  Oculist  (some)  by  appointment 

Evening 

Family  Planning  (2nd,  3rd  & 4th) 

Thursday 

Morning 

Speech  Therapist 

County  Oculist 

Afternoon 

County  Oculist 

Friday 

Morning 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (3rd  by  appointment) 
Speech  Therapist 

Afternoon 

Daily  including 

Speech  Therapist 

Saturday  a.m. 

Dentist  (by  appointment) 

CHILD 

Radstock : 

Hope  House  Surgery: 

Thursday  (1st  & 3rd) 

Ante-Natal : 

Wednesday 
Friday 

Health  Visitors: 

Monday  to  Thursday 

Midsomer  Norton: 

St.  Chad’s  Surgery: 

Tuesday  (2nd  & 4th) 
Wednesday  (2nd  & 4th) 
Thursday  (1st  & 3rd) 

Ante-Natal — weekly : 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday 

Health  Visitors: 

Monday  to  Friday 

Methodist  Hall : 

Wednesday  (2nd) 

Surgery.  North  Road : 

Wednesday  (last  in  month) 

Ante-Natal — North  Road : 

Wednesday 


HEALTH  CLINICS 

2.0 — 4.0  G.P.  in  attendance 

2.0— 4.0 

2.0—  4.0 

3.0—  4.0 

2.0— 3.30 

2.0— 3.30 
2.15—3.45 

5.15 

10.0— 11.30 

2.0—  4.0 

2.0 — 4.0 

2.0 
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Chiropody : 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  administer  a Chiropody  Clinic 
at  the  Red  Cross  Hall,  Rackvernal  Road,  Midsomer  Norton. 

Three  Clinics  are  held  every  8 weeks  on  Saturdays. 

1 Clinic  10 — 12  noon 

2 Clinics  2 — 4 p.m. 
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REPORT  OF 


THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
& HOUSING  OFFICER 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  of  domestic  mains  water  to  the  urban  area  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year 
showing  no  deficiency  in  quantity  or  quality. 


Number  of  Individual  Supplies: 

Measured  Unmeasured  Council  Total 

122  4,264  1,425  5,811 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  all  dwellings  within  the  area  now  have 
internal  tap  domestic  water  supply. 


Chemical  Analysis  from  Source: 

Fluoride  Content  Total  Hardness 
p.p.m.  ( Calcium  Carbonate ) 


Downhead  0.5  108  Mod.  Hard 

Gurney  Slade  0.1  314  Very  hard 

Stowey  0.1  134  Hard 

Egford  0.1  318  Very  hard 


Bacteriological  Sampling : 

Treated  Water 

Egford  

Oldford  

Gurney  Slade  

Stowey  

Downhead  

At  Egford,  super  and  dechlorination  is  scheduled. 


% Satisfactory 
90 
100 
100 
100 

' 96 


Distribution  System: 

No.  samples  No.  free  from  No.  free  from  % Satisfactory 

Faecal  Coliforms  N on-faecal  coliforms 

209  209  206  99 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Bristol  Water  Works  Company  for  pro- 
viding these  statistics. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  has  been  maintained  with  a 
weekly  rear  of  house  bin  collection  service,  despite  the  difficulties 
that  had  to  be  overcome  with  this  expanding  service  and  the  associa- 
ted problems  of  a serious  shortage  of  tipping  space. 

The  temporary  controlled  tip  at  Terry  Hill  which  was  of  limited 
size,  could  only  with  economic  use,  and  by  the  discontinuation  of 
disposal  of  trade  refuse,  be  made  available  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  under  review.  Alternative  tipping  space  was  made  available  by 
the  adjoining  Clutton  Rural  District  Council  to  overcome  this 
problem. 

New  facilities  of  showers  and  changing  rooms  were  brought  into 
use  for  the  staff  employed  on  refuse  collection.  This  is  a step  in  the 
right  direction  to  improve  the  conditions  of  men  performing  an 
essential  public  service  under  onerous  and  dirty  conditions. 

A policy  decision,  relating  to  70  new  Council  dwellings  for  a more 
effective  refuse  collection  service  was  agreed,  by  introducing  poly- 
thene refuse  sacks  and  dustbin  liners.  This  will  offer  speedier  and 
more  hygienic  collection. 


Housing: 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  5494 

Council  owned  dwellings 1425 

Privately  owned  dwellings  4069 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  1972  169 

Houses  erected  by  local  authority  1972  — 

Post  war  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  1719 

Post  war  houses  erected  by  local  authority  972 

Number  of  applicants  on  Council  Housing  List  200 

Housing  Act  1957 — Houses  Beyond  Repair: 

(1)  Undertaking  accepted  (Section  16)  — 

(2)  Closing  Orders  Made  (Section  17)  4 

(3)  Demolition  Orders  Made  (Section  17)  — 

(4)  Closing  Orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted 

(Section  28)  — 

(5)  Houses  Demolished  10 

(6)  Number  of  persons  displaced : 

(a)  Individuals  — 

(b)  Families  — 


Housing  Act  1969  and  Housing  Finance  Act  1972: 


Number  of  qualification  Certificates  issued  12 

Number  of  Fair  Rent  Registrations  33 
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In  aiming  for  better  living  standards  one  can  claim  that  everyone 
has  the  right  to  a home.  It  is  therefore  essential  in  providing  for  the 
basic  necessities  of  life,  that  a roof  over  one’s  head  is  of  paramount 
importance.  A proper  home  provides  the  shelter  without  which 
health,  both  physical  and  mental  cannot  be  maintained  for  indefinite 
periods,  and  numerous  studies  inform  us  that  bad  housing  produces 
many  of  the  Social  problems  that  exist  today.  I am  particularly 
grateful  to  my  Council  for  their  exceptional  consideration  in  re- 
housing such  problem  families. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  problems  of  housing  have 
multiplied.  The  blame  can  be  said  to  be  finance,  the  surge  in  the 
cost  of  housing,  shortage  and  high  price  of  land.  In  this  com- 
munity these  reasons  do  not  show  themselves  to  the  extent  as  areas 
of  acute  housing  shortage,  but  never-the-less  the  situation  of  suffi- 
cient and  decent  houses  has  not  shown  any  great  material  improve- 
ment to  overcome  the  housing  problems  of  this  district. 

The  numbers  at  present  included  on  the  Council’s  Housing 
Waiting  List  has  grown.  The  Social  Services  are  overwhelmed 
with  problems  that  can  only  appear  to  be  solved  by  the  provision  of 
housing,  and  young  couples  find  difficulties  in  securing  suitable 
accommodation  to  start  married  life. 

In  response  to  the  Government  Circular,  Slums  and  Older 
Housing  the  Council  have  declared  an  overall  strategy  as  follows: 

(a)  To  press  ahead  with  all  speed  to  clear  and  deal  with  the  re- 
maining unfit  dwellings  within  the  district,  to  encourage  and 
make  available  Improvement  Grants  to  a far  wider  range  of 
properties  than  hitherto  had  been  Council  policy. 

(b)  The  acceptance  that  there  is  in  existence  a different  form  of 
housing  problem  within  the  urban  area  due  to  the  localised 
industrial  background.  This  has  left  the  district  with  a high 
ratio  of  dwellings  (numbering  in  the  region  of  450)  which  were 
constructed  before  1882  of  long  terrace  design  and  of  access, 
planning,  and  design  pattern  established  nearly  a century  ago. 
The  proposed  method  for  dealing  with  this  problem  is  one 
that  will  not  be  overcome  by  wholesale  clearance.  One  should 
look  to  a solution  in  comprehensive  General  Improvement 
Areas  in  order  to  provide  the  houses  with  modern  amenities 
and  produce  comparable  urban  environment  in  order  to  justify 
the  extended  life  for  these  dwellings. 

(c)  In  providing  new  homes,  a start  will  be  made  in  early  1973  to 
build  58  dwellings  at  Manor  Park,  Writhlington  and  12  small 
flat  units  at  Beech  Terrace,  Westfield.  Development  of  12 
flats  amongst  a large  prewar  estate  will  assist  with  the  problems 
of  under  occupation  and  thus  release  large  family  type  homes. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Au- 
thority during  1972. 


Received 

Approved 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Applicants 

Dwellings 

Applicants 

Dwellings 

(1) 

Improvement 

Grants 

20 

20 

20 

20 

(2) 

Standard 

Grants 

27 

27 

27 

27 

Wider  use  of  Improvement  Grants  by  young  house  purchasers 
is  pleasing  to  report  as  they  often  find  that  the  conventional  estate 
semi  detached  development  is  beyond  their  means,  and  are  prepared 
to  accept  the  older  improved  property  as  their  first  home. 

In  a small  number  of  cases  concern  has  been  expressed  of  abuse 
within  the  grant  aid  system,  that  the  intention  of  some  owners  is  not 
for  modernised  and  improved  homes,  but  resale  for  its  inherent 
profit.  Representations  have  been  made  to  reintroduce  some  form 
of  control  enabling  local  authorities  to  stipulate  conditions  that  the 
dwelling  should  remain  for  letting,  once  improved  by  other  than 
owner/occupiers.  The  improvement  of  houses  is  necessary  and 
makes  good  sense  with  a 30  years  life  forecast,  but  one  can  pose  the 
question,  whether  there  is  a danger  in  that  by  repairing  and  im- 
proving the  fabric  of  these  older  properties  we  are  perpetuating 
conditions  which  will  bring  further  problems  for  those  to  follow, 
and  deny  them  the  possibility  of  radical  and  more  lasting  renewal 
of  the  poor  type  of  Victorian  housing  environment  ? 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(a)  Registration  and  General  Inspections: 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises  registered 
during 
the  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  



40 

12 

Retail  Shops 

— 

79 

58 

Wholesale  shops, 

Warehouses  

— 

4 

4 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

Canteens  

— 

6 

6 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  : 

— 

129 

80 
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(b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions: 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  Found 

4 

8 

9 

12 

16 

17 

24 

Cleanliness  — 

Lighting  1 

Sanitary  Convenience  1 

Clothing  accommodation  — 

Floors  passage  and  stairs  1 

Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery  — 

First  Aid  1 

Other  matters  2 

Total : 6 

(c)  One  accident  was  reported  during  the  year  requiring  notification 
to  the  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in 
Part  during  year. 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  214 

— 

2 

319 

326 

— 

Number  Inspected  214 

— 

2 

319 

326 

— 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcasses  cond.  — 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond.  9 



_ 

16 

31 



Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  4.21 

5.0 

9.5 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcasses  cond.  — 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond.  — 











Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  — 









— 

Cvsticercosis : 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond.  1 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  1 











Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 

(in  lbs.)  for: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  — 

(b)  Cysticercosis  25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  102 

— 

— 

29 

75 

— 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned  127 

— 

— 

29 

75 

— 

No  knackers  yards,  poultry  dressing  or  slaughtering  establish- 
ments are  in  operation  within  the  urban  district. 

The  two  private  slaughterhouses  still  continue  in  operation,  the 
total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  showing  very  little  variation  to 
previous  years,  with  a high  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness,  as 
expected,  from  the  traditional  family  butcher  slaughtering  for  their 
own  retail  shops. 
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Ice  Cream: 

30  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
submitted  to  the  Bath  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The  samples  were 
graded  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  as  follows : — 


Grade  1 22 

Grade  2 — 5 

Grade  3 — 3 

Grade  4 — Nil 


During  the  period  90%  of  the  samples  were  within  Grades  1 
and  2 and  the  over-all  results  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  Supply: 

Number  of  registered  distributors  14 

Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms)  2 

All  milk  for  retail  sale  within  the  urban  boundary  is  sold  as 
Designated.  67  samples  were  taken  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
milk  sampling  officers,  all  of  which  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Food  Inspection: 

Food  surrendered  or  Condemned : 


Meat  cwts.  lbs. 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  (i)  Carcase  meat  — — 

(ii)  Offal  1 102 

(b)  Retail  Shops  (i)  Carcase  meat  2 35 


(iii)  Other  commodities : 

Canned  Meats  — 46 

Other  canned  foods  1 46 

Fish  (Fresh)  — 42 

Other  Foods  — 56 

Frozen  Foods  due  to  cabinet 
breakdown  17  25 


Total:  24  16 


The  major  floods  which  occurred  in  the  shopping  centre  of  the 
town  during  the  year  called  for  more  drastic  methods  of  disposing 
and  safe  guarding  flood  contaminated  food.  Whole  stocks  of  super- 
market food  were  disposed  of  by  means  of  mechanical  plant  and 
open  lorries  with  immediate  removal  to  the  tip  and  covering  down  to 
prevent  the  risk  of  wrapped  and  packaged  food  being  pilfered. 
The  co-operation  and  high  standards  of  food  safety  and  hygiene  by 
the  management  of  flooded  retail  premises  is  to  be  commended. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970: 

Food  premises: 


Class  of  Food 
Premises 

No. 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  18 

No.  to  which 
Reg.  21 
applies 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  21 

Butchers  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Cafes,  canteens, 
restaurants,  fish 
friers  

18 

18 

18 

18 

Greengrocers 

8 

8 

7 

7 

Grocers 

33 

33 

33 

33 

Bakehouses  and 

Food  manufacturers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Licensed  Premises 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Sweets  and 

Confectionery 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Wholesale 

warehouses  

3 

3 

2 

2 

Total  : 

128 

128 

126 

126 

As  a result  of  regular  visits  to  food  premises,  a good  relationship 
exists  between  management  and  the  public  health  inspector,  and  it  is 
seldom  necessary  for  the  service  of  a notice  to  facilitate  some  im- 
provement. It  is  increasingly  the  case  that  advice  is  given  at  the 
request  of  the  proprietor  or  at  the  onset  of  a new  undertaking.  The 
role  of  the  officer  is  becoming  more  towards  the  improvement  of 
hygiene  by  suggestion  than  by  statutory  enforcement. 

It  was  possible  to  be  of  assistance  to  one  large  bakery  concern 
who  experienced  trouble  with  an  iodine  type  taste  in  their  bread. 
Investigations  showed  that  the  flour  had  been  imported  from  Canada 
in  a sealed  container,  which  had  probably  been  excessively  washed 
out  with  an  iodoform  solution  prior  to  loading,  and,  subsequently, 
imparting  an  unpalatable  residue  in  the  consigned  flour.  It  was  found 
that  this  residue  would  not  oxidize  readily.  Following  several  weeks 
storage  it  was  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  consignments. 

During  the  year  fourteen  complaints  were  investigated  following 
alleged  sales  of  unsound  food.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  each 
case,  and  in  two  cases  the  complaint  was  not  justified.  Of  the 
remainder,  it  was  noted  that  insects  were  present  on  four  occasions, 
mould  twice,  and  grease  deposits  twice. 
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Public  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools: 


Number  owned  by  local  authority  1 

Number  attached  to  schools  7 


During  the  year  20  pool  samples  were  taken  and  all  found  to  be 
satisfactory  from  a bacteriological  standard.  Chemical  tests  taken  at 
each  pool  showed  that  the  residual  chlorine  content  of  the  water  was 
maintained  at  a satisfactory  level,  and  provided  an  adequate  health 
safeguard  against  infection. 

Clean  Air: 

Fewer  recorded  contraventions  of  the  Clean  Air  legislation 
occurred  during  the  year,  and  it  would  seem  that  a noticeable 
improvement  had  been  made  at  a number  of  installations. 

The  position  relating  to  the  responsibility  for  the  control  of 
emissions  from  Zinc  and  Aluminium  recovery  works  remains 
unchanged.  However,  it  is  understood  that  this  control  will  be 
transferred  from  the  Alkali  and  Works  Inspectorate  to  the  Local 
Authority  during  1973,  which  should  remove  the  present  anomalies 
of  remote  control. 

Noise  Abatement : 

Two  complaints  were  received  of  unreasonable  noise  from 
industrial  premises,  although  these  complaints  were  of  an  individual 
nature  and  not  formally  satisfying  the  provisions  relating  to  nuis- 
ances. Whilst  it  is  possible  to  give  a sympathetic  ear  to  these  com- 
plainants, it  is  not  always  realistic  to  demand  that  the  factory  should 
operate  entirely  without  any  disturbance. 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control : 

During  the  year  increasing  difficulty  was  experienced  in  eradicat- 
ing mice  infestations,  and  successful  treatments  with  any  of  the 
coagulative  poisons  could  not  be  relied  upon.  This  causes  particular 
concern  in  both  food  and  domestic  premises,  where  the  use  of  alterna- 
tive treatments  with  direct  poisons  is  very  much  restricted. 

The  annual  testing  of  the  sewers  in  the  district  again  indicated 
two  areas  subject  to  reinfestation  by  rodents,  and  requiring  further 
treatment. 

As  in  previous  years,  infestations  of  cluster  flies,  wasps,  ants 
etc.,  were  dealt  with,  at  the  request  of  the  public,  as  a free  service. 
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The  annual  returns  as  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  are  given  below: — 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1 . Number  of  Properties  in  district 

6687 

21 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

336 

2.  (b)  Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  

(ii)  Mice 

248 

66 

— 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 

Mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  

110 

3.  (b)  Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice  

62 

30 



4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats 
during  the  year? 

Yes 

— 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

5 

3 





(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

68 

12 

3 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

7 

7 

1 

Total  : 

80 

22 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

prosecu- 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

died 

tor 

tor 

0) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

( b ) Unsuitable  or 

defective  

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

( c ) Not  separate 

for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total:  

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  & 134) 

No  outworkers  were  notified.  The  factory  previously  notifying 
outworkers  closed  and  moved  to  Warminster  area. 
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Ralph  Allen  Press  Ltd.,  Bath 
31  Southgate  Street,  Bath 


